This variety frequently follows injuries of the hand, sometimes of the foot, and, if unrelieved, terminates in gangrene of the whole limb; whereas, in suppurative erysipelas, the skin is preserved at the expense of the subjacent texture.
3. Erysipelas of the Reflected Membranes. The conjunctiva, membrane of the fauces, air-tube, and rectum, and, Mr. Travers believes, of the pulmonary and gastrointestinal surfaces throughout, are occasionally the seat of erysipelatous inflammation. It is rare, and chiefly in the immediate vicinity of the skin: it has an (edematous character. " The excessive chemosis of the muco-serous membrane of the eye, which ushers in the acute suppurative ophthalmia, indicates, not less than its disposition to gangrene upon the cornea, that it belongs to this species of inflammation. In the pharynx and membrane of the glottis, it arises from cold and causes operating constitutionally, in which'it sometimes turns gangrenous, as in scarlatina maligna; and from wounds of the throat, or caustic substances applied or swallowed, the obstruction to respiration from excessive swelling is sometimes such as to demand tracheotomy to prevent suffocation. Mr. Travers next considers the "obscure pathology" of erysipelas. He considers erysipelas to be a nervous inflammation, or an inflammation continued under the direct superintendence of the nervous system; and the following is the outline of his argument.
The capillary vessels of the skin are the seat of the peculiar inflammation, and these are at the same time independent of the influence of the heart, as is proved by the phaenomena of the circulation; and in intimate relation with the brain, with which the skin is directly connected by the nerves, whose sentient extremities ramify upon it. The phaenomena of blushing, and the opposite state, prove the more direct sympathy of the skin with the brain than with the heart: the blush precedes the heart's action, if any be perceptible, as pallor precedes syncope. The inflammation of erysipelas precedes the fever, and such an interval is not peculiar to erysipelas, but occurs in cutaneous inflammation from burns and scalds, as well as after injuries of cutting, tearing, and bruising the surface, and tends to show that the sympathy in disease also is slowly evinced between the heart and the skin, as compared with that existing between the latter and the nervous centre. In the more vigorous inflammation, as the adhesive and suppurative, the heart quickly enough participates, as in symptomatic inflammatory fever. 
